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Spring is in the air. The days are getting longer, the
marinas are getting fuller, and the unofficial start of
spring, Sewanhaka's Change of Watch has come
and gone. Once again an outstanding job was done
planning the event I'd like to thank all those who not
only made it happen but attended this annual
celebration.

Safety on the water should always come absolutely
first. | look forward to the coming year working
with the boating safety committee, the vessel
safety check committee and the cooperative charting
committee to keep boaters safe on the water. | am
inviting any member who has an interest in working
with these committees, or any other for that matter,
to contact me. Even if you just have an idea you
want to share. Our vessel safety check department
has been outstanding last year and I'm hoping to
continue the tradition this year.

National Safe Boating week is May 17-23. Spring
commissioning is the best time to make sure you
have the required safety equipment on board and
is in working order. Having a Vessel Safety Check
performed on your boat is a great way to do
this. Please call one of our examiners and schedule
yours today. The cost is still free and results are
never reported to any law enforcement organization.

Rendezvous East is coming back to Long Island this
year. This is a district wide event held with 17 other
squadrons from Long Island. This is a short trip
for most, and is fun for the whole family. The flag
raising ceremony is held in the morning on Saturday,
August 2. Later that afternoon there will be a
hospitality tent which is hosted by Sewanhaka and
many other squadrons. Both these events are free
for USPS members. Come out and meet other
members from all over Long Island who share your
interest in boating and USPS.

| have heard ‘USPS is the best kept
secret.” Why keep all this education and fun
secret? There have been several improvements
at the district level to better promote and make
the USPS brand recognizable. There is a
new District Public Relations office and the
district website has been markedly
improved. And what better URL could there
be then www.weboatsafe.org. This site is
not only good for the public to find boating
courses and seminars but also good for
members to find district events and tons of safe
boating links. I'm sure there will be more news
to report and we’ll keep you updated.

And finally, while I'm talking about websites,
national has a new website collaboratively
written by thousands of USPS members
outlining boating destinations. Check it out at
www.boatingguidetoamerica.com. Your favorite
place not listed? You can share it with others
since this site allows members to directly edit
the pages themselves.
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A Message from the Administrative Department
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The Administrative Department is usually
associated with the fraternal (parties/fun) leg of
the USPS triangle. | would like to share a
moment on one of the topics. At the Spring
Conference | handed each Squadron Rep at
the Admin Seminar 2 sheets of paper on the
“Youth Poster  Contest”. These forms can be
downloaded from the National website
(www.usps.org). First click on the site index at
top of page, next look under admin home
page, in the left hand column click on youth
activities and again in the left hand column
click on poster contest. Now that wasn't so
hard.

Here’'s the catch. Over the past few years |
have noticed that only a few Squadrons have
exploited this activity! Now, with early spring
Squadron  picnics just around the corner; is
there a better way to keep the kids busy than
to give them something to do to pass the time.
All it takes is a couple of adults a few minutes
to explain to them what they need to do. Solve
this equation: a child, a couple of crayons with
a piece of paper and a specific topic as an
idea; add these together and what is the
answer. Some pretty extraordinary imaginative
artwork is the answer. The total solution adds
up to keeping the young ones occupied while
the adults enjoy the day. Kind of a neat idea
isn’t it!!!

Now, add the 3 age groups in the contest with
3 or 4 posters for each group, multiply
that by the 18 Squadrons and you have
approximately 160 posters, instead of the 20
or so we had in the past. If that many posters
go to the Rendezvous in Greenport for judging
we will have our own D/3 art gallery for
everyone to enjoy.

With the right viewing location, the locals
and press may possibly get to see the
posters and that is our Mission - getting
USPS out to the public. This time
we used our children as the sales
representatives. Food for thought, we talk
about it all the time. The adults have fun,
the kids have fun, USPS and District 3
gets exposure with almost no work
involved. Why not try it?

NOTE: This idea can also be used at
scouting meetings, school art classes,
etc. Think of the number of posters we
could end up with then.

Feel free to visit our D/3 website at
www.weboatsafe.org . Remember we all
have energy, but use it wisely. Think for a
minute before running around aimlessly.




| hope you are aware that Safe Boating Week is this
month on May 17-23. As your Safety Officer, | have
scheduled both Vessel Safety Checks and the
Children's Poster Contest that week at Tappan Beach
on Sunday May 18th during our picnic. You
should also be aware that since 2004 boating fatalities
and injuries have been on the rise. | hope as USPS
members this makes you want to get more involved; if
you do then look at these statistics with me. The most
common type of accident on the water is a collision
with another vessel. Annually this results in 1400
injuries and 80 deaths. Falls overboard are not as
frequent and result in 500 injuries but they are more
dangerous and kill over 500 boaters annually.

Two-thirds of all fatal accidents are drownings and
90% of those who drowned were not wearing a life
jacket. Also consider that 8 out of 10 who drowned
were on boats under 20 feet and finally that 70% of all
fatalities occurred on boats where the operator had
never taken any boating classes.

Can you make any suggestions to bring this number of
710 deaths in 2006 down? Here is my list, see if you
agree and then tell me what you would add:

1. Wear your Life Jacket when danger appears,
remember always for under 12 it's the law.
2. Always pay close attention to the water, watch
other boats and expect the unexpected.
3. Frequently practice Man-Overboard drills, and
always have an alternate skipper on board.
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Until next month please remember to "Wear It" and
Boat Safely, we are all out there together.

D/Lt. Joe Ruggieri SN

1 1 ! 1
Stella Ward, S

On April 18" Sewanhaka Power Squadron
held its annual Change of Watch at Koenig's
Restaurant. It was good to see many members
of various squadrons of District 3 join us in our
celebration. | was sworn in as Administrative
Officer and | hope to do as good a job as did my
predecessor, Chris Schmidt. | hope to see all of
our members at the next General Meeting and
show their support for our new bridge.

Coming up we have the spring picnic, our
annual trip to Watch Hill come by land or sea. If
you need additional information please contact
the commander.

We have no firm plans yet for the June meeting,
the details will be included in the call for the
meeting.

It's coming
The 2009 Sewanhaka PS
Cruise to the Caribbean

1/4/09-1/14/09 on the
Norwegian Gem
10 night Southern Caribbean cruise

NYC to

St Thomas

St Maarten
Tortola
Antigua

Barbados

Anyone interested please contact
Barbara Steel at (516) 872 8167 or
Flo Scalare at fscalere@gmail.com




Educational Officer's Report
P/C George W. Winsper, JN

The flowers are in bloom and the grass is growing
again. Must be Spring. It's time to head to the boat
yard and start dusting off the cobwebs for another
season on the water or at the dock with today’s fuel
prices. Anyway, it also time to dust off those
mental cobwebs. When was the last time you
checked your charts? Are you still using the ones
Columbus delivered to the marine store or have
you replaced them recently? New charts are
usually printed every three years — check the
dates. Have you checked the Local Notice for
Mariners for updates to those charts? You can
subscribe for a FREE weekly email with all the
latest corrections at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/
Inm/. You can also download a free copy of the
latest Light List at http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/
pubs/LightLists/LightLists.htm. Has Homeland
Security added any new restrictions? Now's the
time to find out.

When was the last time you checked your safety
equipment? Are your visual distress signals still

valid? How about your fire extinguishers? When
was the last time you checked the gauges or
shook the contents? How about those PFD’s?
Do they still fit after a winter on the couch?
These are all things we take for granted and
hope we never have to use, but will play a vital
role in rescue should we need them. While
you're checking your safety gear, why not get a
Vessel Safety Inspection? We have inspectors
raring to go who will do all the checking for you.
Your boat does not have to be in the water for a
safety check. It only needs batteries in place to
check lights, horns etc. It also qualifies you for
an additional discount on your boat insurance.
You are getting that discount for that last boating
class right?

Education takes many different forms — classes,
on water experience, general knowledge and
conversations with other boaters. Education
should not be hoarded but shared. With the
tools and materials available today, we should
never stop learning.

Safe boating.




Boating Can Be Fun
by P/C Joseph A. Lau, JN

Here’s another story about a couple of former members, named Wally and Valerie. One night
while | was resting in front of the TV half asleep, the phone rang and you guessed it, it was Valerie
calling during the 11 PM news, with a problem. It seems that Wally went down to the boat in
Lindenhurst early in the morning, not to go out, but to work on it, which as we all know is an
endless task if you own a boat. Wally had called her a short time ago and asked that she pick him
up at the docks in Bay Shore. She was quite upset and asked if | would accompany her there. On
the drive to Bay Shore she told me the story. It seems that while Wally was working on his boat
the marina owner’s son was going to test drive an ocean racer he had been working on, and asked
Wally if he wanted to go along for the ride. Now Wally was a party animal. When he wasn’t
running his boat he usually had a Scotch on the rocks in his hand. | guess he was probably
strolling around the yard when he ran into the owner’s son and that is how he came to be invited to
the test drive.

Now sonny was a lot younger than Wally and his idea of a test run also included a trip to the bars
on Fire Island, which Wally hadn’t planned on. As the day wore on and day became night and one
drink became another and another the return to Lindenhurst started to look impossible. Wally was
feeling no pain as he sat on the dock contemplating his predicament. The last ferry to Bay Shore
had gone and sonny was still bar hopping. He then saw a small runabout come into the marina

He asked the owner where he is coming from and the reply was “Bay Shore”. He then asked if they
would take him to Lindenhurst for fifty bucks to which they replied they didn’t know the waters that
well but they would take him to Bay Shore. Wally agreed and while he was getting into the boat,
Scotch still in hand, he missed the boat and you guessed it, was now standing on the bottom
holding the drink high so as not to get it mixed with salt water. After helping Wally into the boat,
soaked to the skin, they took him across to Bay Shore and let him off at the ferry dock.

Valerie asked me as we were driving toward the docks in Bay Shore “How are we ever going to
find him with all these people partying all over the place?” | said “He is going to find us.” Sure
enough | didn’t get a chance to stop talking and who do we see walking up the street, drink still in
hand but Wally. We headed to their marina in Lindenhurst, where to our surprise all his dock
mates were anxiously awaiting his return. It seems that when Wally left on his little excursion he
neglected to tell anyone on his dock that he was going for a ride. They had been looking all over
the place for him. Not knowing what fate had befallen him, his dock mates were reluctant to call
Valerie and worry her unnecessarily because his boat was left open and he was nowhere in sight.

So you see, every action has consequences. What can be learned from this story is the importance
of filing a float plan. Everyone is responsible for everyone else. | will say something positive about
Wally, he never drank while operating his boat and that is something we should all take to heart.
AH.. BOATING IS FUN.
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Michael
Michael
Georgia
John
Dennis
Craig
William
George
Thomas
Richard
Christine
Christine
Thomas

Festa
Rizzo
Giunta
O’Donoghue
Kaminek
Albertson
Thomal
Winsper
Serio
Bonacum
Dehazya
Stomberg
Martin

Summer Cool Tuna* Salad
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Robert
Richard
Frank
Anthony
Franz
Robert
Kenneth
Alexander
William
Johm
Alfred
Daniel
Eric

BIRTHDAY WISHES

Jagde
Johnson
Monteleone
lenna
Schweitzer
Kornbluth
Silverstein
Thompson
Hines
Sassone
Contario
Ceriano
Schmidt

10
13
16
17
20
21
26
26
26
29
30
31
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