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    "Soaring above the rest.'  �
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Note 

"As one of the many people in the northeast metropolitan area who got a heavy shot 
from the mandated ethanol program here, I want your readers to be aware of anoth-
er large problem with ethanol for boats built prior to 1988 by Hatteras, Bertram, and 
a few others.  

Tanks of this vintage were made with polyester resin laminate. Ethanol eats this 
resin and dissolves it into the fuel system. From there, it's distributed through the 
fuel system and collects on the motor's cooling surfaces. At first, this residue is goo-
ey and soft, but when it cools, it gets as hard as concrete and locks up any moving 
part it touches. In addition, it forms blockages on all passages in the fuel system 
associated with motors and generators.                                        Continues on page-3 
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Let’s keep a lookout for safety alerts that we all need to 
be aware of. If you have an alert please send it to me for 
the next monthly Signal.  
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Continued from page-1 

 

The January Seaworthy magazine from Boat/US provides an exact picture of what to expect. There is no 
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verted to diesel. For most of us, this is a $20,000 loss and, in my case, more.  

This is not an isolated case. I know at least five or six people whose fuel tanks and engines were damaged 
by ethanol. Anyone having a boat with these tanks should definitely take warning."  

(It is recommended that you visit this site for more information.)  

 

Beware of E15 Fuels in Boats   

WASHINGTON ? Boaters who fuel their boats from the same pumps as their vehicle may be at risk of un-
knowingly or mistakenly putting 15% ethanol and 85% gasoline into an engine for which E15 has not been 
approved.  

Only one small label is required on the pump to warn boaters of the 50 percent increase in ethanol. The 
Coast Guard Auxiliary recommends only fueling boats from tanks at marinas.  

On January 21, 2011 the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) granted a waiver that allows the percent-
age of ethanol in the nation's gasoline supply to jump from 10% (E10) to 15% (E15) to be sold only for cars, 
SUVs and light-duty trucks made in 2001 through 2006. This decision comes on the heels of an October 
13th decision to waive the limitations for so-called E15 for model-year 2007 and newer cars and light-duty 
trucks. This EPA waiver does not permit use of the higher alcohol content fuel in lawnmowers, chainsaws, 
snowmobiles, motorcycles or boats.  

NEWS from BoatUS, February 7, 2011 issue states that many components on a boat come in contact with 
ethanol-laden gasoline, including fuel lines, fuel tanks, fuel pumps, fuel injectors, carburetors, pressure reg-
ulators, valves, o-rings, and gaskets. The compatibility of these components with any blend greater than 
E10 is currently unknown. The failure of only one of these components in your engine could lead to failure 
or, worse, a fire or explosion.   

 

CDR Steve Burke 
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New York Boating Education Law�

 

 �
For more information on the boating laws in the sta te of New York visit: 
www.nysparks.com/recreation/boating/ �

Mandatory Education and Age Requirements: �

 �
New York has specific requirements for operating boats and personal watercraft, and the boater educa-
tion law for each is very different. Read below to determine if you are required to take a boating safety 
course and if you are required to carry proof of education while boating. 
�
Boat Operation (excluding PWCs): �

· Children under 10 may not operate.�

· Youth 10 to 17 years of age may only operate a vessel under the supervision of an adult who is at 
least 18 years of age, OR, they may operate alone only if they have successfully completed an ap-
proved boating safety course and carry aboard their boating safety education certificate.�

· Individuals 18 years of age or older are permitted to operate a vessel without restrictions and have 
no requirement for taking a boating safety course.�

· PWC Operation - Education is Mandatory for All PWC Operators: �

· All personal watercraft operators must take an 8-hour classroom based boating safety course and 
successfully complete the proctored exam before they can operate a PWC on any waters of New 
York.�

· Programs offered by the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and the U.S. Power Squadrons are accepta-
ble.�

· Young boater safety certificates previously issued by New York State satisfy the educational re-
quirements.�

· All PWC operators must be a minimum of 14 years old - no one under the age of 14 may operate 
a PWC.�

· No one under the age of 16 may rent a personal watercraft. Those under 18 years of age wishing 
to rent a personal watercraft must possess a boating safety education certificate.�
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The 2012 Light List book is now available for download. 
 
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lightLists 
 
 
All volumes are available and updated to Local Notice (01-2012), as is the summary 
of corrections. 

 
The Light List require Adobe Acrobat Reader (free download) or another PDF Viewer. 

 
If the link does not work directly from your email editor you should either copy and 
paste the entire link into your web browser or follow the Light List links from the Navi-
gation Center home page. 

 
�		����   !�
"#��!��#�!��"�

 
In order to download the latest information more rapidly: 

· Place your mouse over the “PDF” symbol next to the corresponding week. 
· Right click for PC / Control click for Mac. 
· Choose “Save Target As”. 
· Save the PDF to your computer and open using Adobe Acrobat Reader.�
�

��

What is a Light List Number ( LLNR)? 

Light List numbers are assigned to all aids to navigation in order to facilitate reference in the Light 
List and to resolve ambiguity when referencing aids. Aids are tabulated in the same sequence as 
lights are numbered - basically, clockwise around the U.S. Coasts from Maine to Florida to Texas, 
California to Washington, east to west on the Great Lakes, and upriver in the Mississippi River Sys-
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then Intracoastal Waterways aids, if applicable. 
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